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Alcibiades, Aristides, Nicias

1. (260) What is meant by, “Let the Theban youths pipe, who do not know how to speak”?

2. (260) Of what nature was Socrates’ “love” for Alcibiades? 

3. (262-266) What is the nature of Alcibiades’ character?  Explain with examples. 

4. (266) What was “ostracism” and why was it practiced?

5. (269) How did the Athenians deal with Alcibiades given his strengths and weaknesses? 

6. (271) What happened that eventually led to Alcibiades’ exile?

7. (274) What appears to have been Alcibiades’ highest priority?

8. (275) What were the “Spartan habits” to which Alcibiades conformed?

9. (275) What does Alcibiades’ ability to assimilate with people reveal about his character?

10. What is the difference between Alcibiades’ adaptability and that of Paul (1Cor 9:22)? 

11. (287) What is meant by, “If ever man was ruined by his own glory, it was Alcibiades”?

12. (322) Who sought power by servility to the people and by terror, violence, and oppression?
13. What modern person would be an admirable model to imitate and why? 

14. (435-436) How do the characters of Aristides and Themistocles compare?
15. (439) Why does Plutarch argue that rulers ought to pursue virtue rather than mere power? 

16. (440) What is the ancient procedure called “the ostracism”?

17. (440) What becomes manifest in Aristides’ character in the event with the ostrakon? 

18. (441-442) Why did Aristides think the bridge across the Hellespont shouldn’t be destroyed? 

19. (448) Why did Callicrates lament?

20. (451) How long is a “furlong” and what was Euchidas’ great achievement?

21. (452) What was Aristides’ motivation for moving Athens in a democratic direction? 

22. (452) How did Aristides demonstrate his love of justice in the assembly?

23. (454) What weaknesses plagued the union of Greek cities under Aristides?
24. (455) Why did the people wish rather to be poor like Aristides than rich like Callias? 

25. (701) Why was Nicias' timidity a revenue to rogues and his humanity to honest men?

26. (702) What happened to Paches?

27. (708) Why was the ostracism a glory and ground for boasting for Hyperbolus?

28. (708-710) What influences contributed to the Athenians deciding to go to war in Sicily?

29. (719) How was Plato able to promote acceptance of natural causes for natural phenomena? 

30. (721) Why did Nicias’ fate cause his men to despair of ever receiving justice from the gods? 

31. (723) Why was the knowledge of Euripides’ poetry of great benefit to Greek soldiers? 

32. (724) What was the irony in Nicias suffering defeat at the hands of the Sicilians? 
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